Annual Report
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Findlay City Health Department

Tel# 419- 424- 7105
Fax# 419 424-7189

Web site: www.findlayohio.com
Email: health@oci.findlay.oh.us

Office hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Temporary location: 318 Dorney Plaza, Room #306, Findlay OH 45840

2007 was a year of change for the City Health Department and it looked n§ ch
different at the end of the year. Our disaster training was tested when due 1§ the
effects of a 100 year flood, we lost our office. The flash flood on August|}2
measured at 6 inches with continued rain. We had 24 inches of water injur
offices. Our building was declared a total loss and razed in October 2007.

Findlay has proven to be a community that cares as we all continue to \jrk
through the aftermath of the flood and plan to the future.



http://www.ci.findlay.oh.us
mailto:mailto:health@ci.findlay.oh.us

Findlay City Board of Health

As established by Ohio law, the five member Board of Health is our polidyng body with authority to
adopt regulations and establish programs to promote public health in Findlay. Board of Health Memb

during 2007 included Anthony P. Iriti, Mayor as President Ex Officio; Gregory W. Cline, R.Ph, Presidenf

William S. Alge, Jr; Dr. Robert E. McEvoy; William M. Wolf, Jr. and Joan Work, R.N. The Board meets
monthly at 7:30 a.m. on the third Wednesday of each month. Board meetings are open to the public.

Health Commissioner
Dr. Stephen D. Mills,

Deputy Health Commissioner

Barbara Wilhelm, RN

Environmental Health Division

Donald L. Pierson, R.S., Director

(retired 8/31/2007)

Craig Niese, R.S., Director

Chad Masters, R.S.
Curtis Barth, S.1.T.

Tom Davis, Substance Abuse

Sharon Routzon, Clerical, Dep Reg

Nursing Division

Kim Renard, R.N., Director

Natalie Schroeder, R.N.
Taya Hyde, R.N.
Cheryl Klakamp, Clerical

Plumbing Division
Eric D. Helms, Inspector
Roxane Shaath, Clerical

Vital Statistics
Sheryl Yoder, Registrar

The Findlay City Health Department stri
to improve the health and wdiking of our

citizens.

Your City Health Department works to ma

Findlay a healthier community

PUBLIC HEALTH
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The record setting flood that hit Findlay in August of 2007 dealt an es‘pe-
cially cruel blow to the Findlay City Health Department. The building we
had called home for almost 10 years was inundated with over 2 feet of
flood water. Luckily, as the waters began to rise during the evening of
Tuesday, August 21, a phone calll
brought several Health Department employees to the building to begin
l'ifting vital records and equip‘me
ronmental Health Director Craig Niese, Nursing Director Kim Renard,
Deputy Health Commissioner Barb Wilhelm and her husband and also
Tom Davis loaded up the last of the vaccine into coolers and they were
then transported from the already flooding building by a front end loader
from the nearby water department.

Much of the next several weeks
partment employees worked tirelessly on various efforts including; rees-
tablishing Health Department operations on the third floor of the Munici-
pal Building, cleaning out the flooded Clinton Court building, providing
nursing service to the mass shelter at The Cube, providing hundreds of
tetanus shots to victims and rescue workers, answering countless flood
related questions from the public, inspecting and advising flooded food
establishments, working with other government and social service agen-
cies and finally dealing with the onslaught of mosquitoes that followed.
As 2007 drew to a close the Health Department has continued to operate
from the third floor of the Municipal building in space that was graciously
provided by the Cityds Engineerin
velop for a more suitable long term location for the Health Department.

If there could be a positive derived from the devastating flood it wm‘pld
certainly be the true community spirit which was evident during the flood-
ing and the months that followed. The Health Department will remain
truly grateful for the support it received from other City Departmenks,
Community Partners and Northwest Ohio Health Departments. ‘

Mission Statement

To improve individual and community health through comprehensive prog
and activities which monitor, prevent and track disease and injury, pro
healthy lifestyles and reduce environmental risks to protect people of all
who visit, live or work in Findlay.

STATISTICS - City of Findlay was founded in 1812

38,967 - City Population (2000)

71,295 - Hancock County population

19.2 square miles land area, 193 miles of total roads (2006)
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— ] Exploring Combination

et (e | e e eane | \Ahat began as a series of meetings exploring the possible combination of the Findlay City and Han
Ty County Health Departments in 2006 blossomed into a full scale feasibility study in 2007. In Februar

s | st || 2007 Ken Kerik and Ned Baker, both with prestigous backgrounds in public health, were commissig
/5 by NALBOH (National Association of Local Boards of Health) to study the feasibility of combinatio

through a contract funded byhe FindlayHancock County Community Foundatiand both local
Boards of Health.

Tak Iala EYE LTI I T

YRS NN A Ken and Ned spent March through October gathering information and data about the two departmen
meeting with their staff and a variety of community partners including; Hancock County Commissic

ers, Findlay City Council members, District Advisory Council members, City and County Auditors, a

numerous other county and social service agencies. The final report was officially released on November 28, 200Tiag-a joinf.

County Board of Health meeting held in City Council chambers. The 121 page written report concluded that

fiindeed a consolidation of the Findlay City and Hancock County General Health Districts is not only feasible, but necessary
ensure the viability of public health services in the <c

The report went on to outline specific steps that would need to be followed in order to proceed with combination. On Decg
19", at its regular monthly meeting, the Findlay City Bo
I ntentdo to combine the two health departments into a C
did not follow suit at their December meeting, choosing instead to continue further discussions on the matter.
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Emergency Preparedness

As concerns over pandemic flu continued to be heard in 2007, Health Department staff made preparations to deal with it
math. A pandemic flu committee including such partners as Blanchard Valley Hospital, Hancock County Commissioners
Cross, the University of Findlay, Marathon, EMA Director Garry Valentine, Mental Health Services and others continued to
on a bimonthly basis to plan and share ideas. On April 4, 2007, the Findlay City Health Department, in partnershiplavith the
cock County Health Department, held a full scal e mass
were transported via school bus from Arlington School to the point of dispensing site at Liberty Benton. Victims were m
Heal th Department staff along with medical vol unteers
through a dispensing site much as they would be in an actual emergency. The purpose of the drill was to test the Idealth
ment 6s ability to provide mass prophyl axi s, in thisthe.ca
The drill underlined the importance of medical volunteers and partnerships with other community service providers.

We again exercised our pandemic flu response plan in a regional exercise held on four consecutive days in May. Aleng w
two health departments, participants in this exercise included Blanchard Valley Hospital, the County Commissioners| the
systems and the EMA along with our regional public health and hospital partners. The need for clear and rapid commun

was a valuable lesson learned and improving communication will continue to be a priority.

Perhaps the greatest test of our response plans came during the real life emergency ¢
¥ August flood. A full scale Hancock County Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was oper|
for the first time in history as community leaders met to coordinate our response to the flo
i ng. EMA director Garry Valentine opene
office and held daily briefings for all involved City and County officials. This coordination
'~ proved invaluable as local officials tried to juggle the onslaught of media, volunteers &
state and federal officials who descended upon the area. As 2007 came to an end, many
ies and downtown businesses continue the struggle to put their lives in order.
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AED Grant

A $29,380 grant fronThe FindlayHancock County Community Foundatj@warded in December of

2006, allowed the Findlay City Health Department to put
tors) to be placed in a variety of government owned buildings in 2007. Along with the purchase and

pl acement of these AED6s training and maintenance proc
City Health Department was able to certify 36 county and 111 city employees in CPR

(Cardiopul monary Resuscitation) and AED wuse wusing the
AED course. AED6s can now be found in a variety of pub
the Hancock County Courthouse, The Cube, Riverside pool, the Ag building, the airport and more!
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